
Bell Boy

Butler

Coachman

Waiter

Cook

Valet

General Work

Lowest Wage
Highest Wage
Average Wage

$0 $2 $4 $6 $8 $10 $12 $14 $16

$1.00
$4.50

$6.25

$8.24

$5.00
$14.00

$8.58

$6.14

$6.17

$8.00

$5.38
$10.00

$1.00

$10.00
$7.00

$15.00
$1.00

$8.00
$2.00

$13.50

$2.61

Wages (pay per week) of Black domestic servants in Philadelphia, 1899.
From Isabel Eaton, “Special Report on Negro Domestic Service in the Seventh Ward Philadelphia, 
in W. E. B. Du Bois, The Philadelphia Negro: A Social Study (University of Pennsylvania, 1899) 

Bell Girl/Errand Girl
$0.00

$2.50
$2.00

Child’s Nurse
$1.50

$10.00
$3.35

Chambermaid
$1.50

$1.50

$4.00
$3.17

Waitress $4.00
$3.31

Waitress and Chambermaid
$2.00

$3.50
$3.17

Lady’s Maid
$3.50

$4.00
$3.61

Laundress
$2.50

$7.00
$4.04

Cook
$2.50

$10.00
$4.02

Cook and Laundress
$3.50

$5.00
$4.00

Chambermaid and Laundress
$3.25

$4.00
$3.58

Janitress
$2.00

$7.00
$4.06

General Housework
$1.00

$5.00
$3.24

Women

Men


